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Humanities in Kazakhstan: development, challenges and characteristics

Modern Kazakhstan has become a kind of testing ground for various experiments in all spheres of public and
state life. This is explained by the progressive policies pursued by the country’s current leadership. Despite its
autonomy and independence, Kazakhstan cannot help but be involved in the general global process, in the
general dynamic space. And the problems that arise in one sphere or another directly or indirectly affect Ka-
zakhstan. In Kazakhstan, the influence of crisis moments in modern humanities in the fields of science, edu-
cation and public life is felt. In this article, the author attempts to analyse the general state of humanities
knowledge in Kazakhstan and, as far as possible, to identify the most important and promising directions in
the process of overcoming the crisis in the humanities. The author draws particular attention to the fact that
this crisis is especially acute in the fields of education and science. In this sense, the humanities have been
relegated to the sidelines of the educational process. Today’s attitudes mainly prioritise natural science and
applied research. The humanities have become merely an afterthought in the research sphere. In the article,
the author assesses the extent of the problems in the humanities and provides a fundamental evaluation of this
phenomenon.
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Introduction

As part of the global academic community, Kazakhstan is pursuing its own unique path in the develop-
ment of the humanities, reflecting both global trends and specific national conditions.

In the years since independence in 1991, the country’s humanities sector has undergone a profound
transformation, as Kazakh humanities faced the tasks of changing ideological paradigms (moving away from
the rigid Marxist-Leninist canon), restoring and rethinking national historical and cultural identity, and inte-
grating into the global scientific community. In a relatively short period of time, the country’s humanities
education underwent a worldview transformation caused by tectonic shifts on the geopolitical map and the
processes of globalisation [1]. While in Soviet times the humanities often served ideological purposes, in the
new era there was a need to rebuild them on the principles of pluralism and scientific objectivity.

Over the 30 years of independence, Kazakhstan has significantly expanded its humanities and joined the
global intellectual exchange, so today, research into humanities issues is conducted at many universities and
scientific institutes in the country. It is worth noting that the state recognises the role and importance of so-
cial and humanities knowledge in stabilising society, and this position is reflected in various programmes
where humanities knowledge is seen as a resource for developing and strengthening the national idea. Ka-
zakh humanities scholars have made a significant contribution to understanding issues of national identity,
interethnic harmony, the state language, cultural heritage, spiritual renewal, etc.

Nevertheless, alongside these achievements, certain problems are also keenly felt (insufficient funding
for research, bureaucratisation of science, focus on formal indicators to the detriment of substance). A specif-
ic problem is the language issue: after the collapse of the USSR, there was an acute shortage of high-quality
educational and scientific literature in the Kazakh language, so for a long time, humanities education relied
mainly on Russian-language and translated texts, which created a gap between the language of science and
the native language of a significant part of the population.

It is also important to note the difficult situation facing humanities education. Many Kazakhstani teach-
ers often express concern that humanities education is losing its depth and educational component. As early
as 2012, Professor ZhahanMoldabekov noted that the humanities sphere of education in Kazakhstan had
reached an impasse. In his opinion, “the social sciences and humanities are losing their fundamental basis,
ideological continuity, social problem orientation and individual value” [2].

There is a dangerous tendency to break with traditions while thoughtlessly borrowing Western models,
with one part of the population idealising everything Western and rejecting national values as outdated,
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while another part, on the contrary, rejects everything foreign and extols its own traditions, which is equally
destructive to culture. This imbalance leads to a crisis of meaning, in which the problems of the humanities
begin to be determined not by the real demands of society, but by the subjective attitudes of administrators or
the circumstances of the moment.

It is also worth mentioning the phenomenon of the dominance of “commercial discourse,” in which ed-
ucation is attributed only the function of preparing students for the market, which in the long run leads to a
devaluation of personal self-worth and a decline in independent thinking. Many complain that in such cir-
cumstances, education is reduced to “drilling” students to pass tests successfully, rather than developing real
skills and abilities.

In Kazakhstan, as in many post-Soviet countries, scientific and educational structures remained frag-
mented for a long time, with academic institutions and universities operating in isolation, which hindered the
emergence and development of sustainable schools. Although steps have been taken towards integration in
recent years, with leading universities gaining greater autonomy, bureaucratic control remains quite high, as
many reforms are initiated “from above” and scientists and teachers often act merely as executors of instruc-
tions. This leads to the suppression of creative initiatives at the local level, and ready-made templates do not
always take into account the specifics of the humanities, as a result of which the humanities lose their multi-
vector functions.

Overall, the current state of humanities in Kazakhstan can be characterised as follows: it is a field with
great intellectual potential and a rich historical and cultural foundation, which is currently undergoing mod-
ernisation and self-determination.

Kazakhstan’s humanities strive to meet international quality standards, actively adopt new theories and
methods, and integrate into global research. They are called upon to solve local problems of strengthening
national identity, spiritual development of society, and preservation of the unique heritage of the peoples of
Kazakhstan.

The humanities in Kazakhstan need to be both globally competitive and locally relevant. It is in this
balance between tradition and innovation that we see the key to successful modernisation of the humanities.

Methods and materials

Such a complex and multifaceted phenomenon as the humanities requires an equally complex methodo-
logical research perspective. Following contemporary research trends in post-classical science, we have used
an interdisciplinary approach to understand the chosen research object in this article. The most effective
methods for evaluating the humanities include: qualitative analysis (provides an opportunity for deep insight
into the content of the text, helps to appreciate the essence of cultural phenomena and various contexts.

The historical method allows us to comprehend and evaluate the formation, development, and influence
of cultural processes and the most significant ideas and concepts; the comparative method helps to correlate
various historical and cultural phenomena, reveal their originality and interconnection; The expert assess-
ment method involves obtaining a panoramic view of the humanities object under study through the opinions
of experts in the field of humanities knowledge and humanities sciences. Discourse analysis allows us to un-
derstand and comprehend the ways in which meanings and values are expressed and formed at the level of
complex communications and text volumes. These methods allow for a comprehensive assessment of the
guality and significance of humanities research. To ensure the completeness of the research picture, this arti-
cle uses general scientific and philosophical methods: historical, logical, systemic-structural analysis, phe-
nomenological and hermeneutic methods. This methodological symbiosis allowed the author to most fully
express his point of view on the subject of humanities in its Kazakhstani format.

Results and discussion

The analysis showed that the humanities today face a number of challenges, but at the same time, new
opportunities for their development are opening up. In light of this, we will formulate key promising areas
for reform and growth in the humanities, both on a global scale and as they apply to Kazakhstan.

Humanisation and value-oriented education. One of the main conclusions reached by thinkers (both
Western and Russian) is that education should not be reduced to purely utilitarian goals and the training of
purely functional specialists; there needs to be a return to the humanistic mission of education, namely the
cultivation of well-rounded individuals capable of critical thinking and empathy. Martha Nussbaum reminds
us that the humanities instil in children the ability to think critically and put themselves in someone else’s
shoes, which is a prerequisite for a successful democracy. Consequently, educational reform must provide
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for a strengthening of the humanities at all levels, from school to university [3]. Future reforms may include
updating curricula with an emphasis on Kazakh and world culture, introducing interdisciplinary humanities
courses for all specialities, and supporting student initiatives in various areas of volunteering.

Interdisciplinarity and integration of sciences. The 21st century is an era of complex problems, whether
climate change, global pandemics or social inequality; such problems do not have narrow sectoral solutions,
they require a comprehensive approach that combines knowledge from various sciences. The humanities
have the potential to become equal partners in this interdisciplinary dialogue, as they have a conventional
communicative function, i.e., they help to develop a common language and values for cooperation. An im-
portant task is to create platforms for interaction where historians, sociologists, IT specialists, ecologists, cul-
tural studies specialists, and others could work on joint projects. It is worth developing transdisciplinary re-
search on topics that are priorities for the country (interethnic harmony, digitalisation, urbanisation, etc.),
involving both domestic and foreign specialists. The new methodology should be based on a synthesis of
post-Soviet experience and global scientific discoveries, and humanities scholars should actively participate
in this synthesis.

Digital transformation of the humanities. It is already clear that digital technologies are inevitably
changing the face of science, so the humanities must master them, but on their own terms. Mastering digital
processes should not be reduced solely to instrumentalisation, although promising areas are quite obvious
here: Big Data in sociology and linguistics, geoinformation technologies in history, neural networks for dig-
itising and analysing large amounts of text, online platforms for collaboration between scholars around the
world, etc. It is extremely important for humanities scholars to contribute to the understanding of the digital
age, and one of the most important tasks here is protective — not to allow people to become “digital slaves.”
In other words, promising reforms include the development of digital competence alongside ethical literacy,
as it is this mutual exchange that will ensure a more humane development of technology.

Support for scientific personnel and continuity. In our opinion, the most important area of reform is the
rejuvenation and strengthening of humanities personnel. It is necessary to attract young people to scientific
research work and to create social mobility and incentives for them. The country’s population of 18 million
has only about 22,000 researchers, which is significantly less than in developed countries [4]. It is necessary
to raise the prestige of scientific careers (expand grant support for humanities projects, establish named
scholarships and awards for young scientists, and provide internships abroad). It is also important to restore
and establish the continuity of schools (Soviet science nurtured entire schools of Orientalists, literary schol-
ars, and historians; unfortunately, some of them have been lost today, although some traditions remain). It is
necessary to institutionally organise and strengthen the tradition of mentoring, within which experienced pro-
fessors would pass on their knowledge to the next generation not only through lectures, but also through joint
research, expeditions, clubs and circles.

International cooperation and cultural dialogue. It is necessary to strengthen the active presence of Ka-
zakhstani humanities in international journals, UNESCO projects, and global discussions, while at the same
time enriching domestic humanities with the best achievements of foreign thought. The international aspect
is important because the humanities are a space for cultural diplomacy, and joint humanitarian initiatives
strengthen mutual understanding between peoples.

Globally, the future of the humanities lies in their active adaptation and interaction with technology,
other sciences and society, while retaining their core values of critical reflection, value analysis and attention
to the human dimension of current processes.

Promising reforms should be evolutionary, involving humanities scholars themselves, the general pub-
lic, and young people in the discussion, because only in an atmosphere of free and diverse dialogue can a
new paradigm of humanities knowledge be developed that is adequate for the 21st century.

Conclusion

The analysis showed that it is wrong to talk about the complete decline of the humanities; rather, we are
witnessing a phase of restructuring and renewal under the influence of external and internal factors.

A historical overview reminded us that humanities knowledge has gone through crises and downturns
more than once, emerging from them enriched with new ideas. Therefore, today, at the beginning of a new
century, when humanities scholars face unprecedented challenges, it is worth remembering that these chal-
lenges also bring unprecedented opportunities.
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The value of the humanities lies not in immediate benefits, but in preserving what is most human in
human beings. Therefore, investing in humanities knowledge means investing in a sustainable and humane
future.

In Kazakhstan, the humanities play a special role in strengthening national identity and spiritual sover-
eignty. Having gone through a difficult period in the 1990s and 2000s, today it is becoming integrated into
the global space while retaining its specificity. Kazakhstan’s humanities face complex challenges that require
a delicate balance to be resolved; they must be both modern and globally competitive, while at the same time
preserving historical continuity and focusing on local issues.

This article was prepared as part of grant project AP 26100873, “Humanitarian Perspectives of High-
er Education in Kazakhstan: Prospects for Reform” (2025-2027) (Science Committee of the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan).

References

1 T'ymanutapHsle Hayku 3a 20 et HezaBUcuMocTH Kazaxcrana. — [DnekTpoHHBIH pecypc]. — Pexum mpocryma: https:/iie.kz/?
p=923

2 Monna6ekos XK. 'ymaHuTapHas MOJCPHU3ALMS: Ka3aXCTAHCKas MOfIeNb [ DnekTpoHHsIit pecype] / XK. Monmabekos // T'azera
«Msicib». — 12 oxtsa0ps 2012. — Pexxum goctyma: https://mysl.kazgazeta.kz/news/118

3 Hyccbaym M. He pagu npubbutn: 3aueM AeMOKpATHH HYXKHBEI 'yMaHuTapHble Hayku / M. Hyccbaym. — M.: U3n-Bo MucTu-
TyTa ["aiinapa, 2014. — 256 c.

4 Aticun C.b. IIaTp XpoHHYECKHX NPOOIEM Ka3axCTaHCKOIM Hayku (0030p mpaBoIpUMEHHTEIbHOH npaktuku 3akoHa PK «O
Hayke») [Dnexrponusii pecype] / C.b. Aiicun. — Pexxum nocrymna: https://online.zakon.kz/Document/? doc_id=36711333

C.M. XKakun

Ka3zakcranaarbl ryMaHMTAPJIBIK OUTIM: 1aMybl, MIceJiesiepi sKoHe epeKiIeTiKTepi

Kazipri Kazakcran KoramMIbIK >koHE MEMJICKETTIK OMip[AiH OapiblK calalapblHAAa TYPJl IKCIIEPUMEHTTEP
YIIiH ©31HIK anaHra afHamAbl. byi ennmiy OYriHri OacHIBUIBIFBI JKY3€Te achIpaThIH MPOTPECCUBTI cascaTIieH
TyciHmipinmeni. Ka3akcran e3iHiH Toyenci3miri MeH aepOecTiriHe KapamacTaH, Kaimbl xkahaHIBIK YAepicke,
OpTaK JMHAMHUKAJIBIK KEHiCTIKKe apanacnail Typa anMaiinpl. JKoHe kanpmait na Gip canama TyBIHIAWTBIH TPO-
Onemanap Tikenei Hemece jkaHama Typae Kasakcranra fa KatbicThl. Ka3akcTanma FbUTBIM, OUTIM, KOFAMIIBIK
OMIp caJachIHIAFbl Ka3ipri r'yMaHHTapHCTHKaJaFbl JaFJapbic COTTEpiHIH acepi cesineni. Makanana aBTop
Ka3zakcranmarbl T'yMaHUTapibIK OUTIMHIH JKalmbl dkai-kyHWiH TyOeredni Tanmayra jXoHE MYMKIHAITiHIIE
TYMaHHUTapIIbIK CallaJ[aFbl IaFAapbICThl €HCEPY YACPICIHAET] €H MaHBI3/Ibl )KOHE NMEPCHEeKTHBAIbI OaFbITTap bl
aHBIKTAayFa THIPHICKAH. ABTOp OYJI TaFJapBICTHIH dcipece OiiM Oepy caacklHAa )KOHE FRUIBIMAA KOpIHETIHIHE
epekIle Hazap aynapaabl. Bysn Typrbina r'yMaHUTapIIbIK FRUIBIMIAP OKY MPOIECIHIH LIETiHE BIFBICTHIPBLUIY/AA.
Byriari ke3kapacTap HeTi3iHEH KapaThUIBICTaHY-FBUIBIMH 3€pTTEylepre, KOJNAaHOadbl 3epTreyiepre
OackIMIBIK Oepeni. OUTKEHI TYMaHUTApPJbIK FBUIBIM 3€PTTEY KEHICTITiHIE KajbIC Kaiayaa. Makaima aBTOpPBI
T'yMaHUTapJIbIK FRUIBIMAAFBI JKaFIaiIbIH MpoOJieMaNbIK Jopexecin Oaraaii/ibl, OChl KYObUTBICKA TyOereini
Gara Gepei.

Kinm ce30ep: TyMaHUTapiblK caia, MoJAeHMET, pedopmanap, OirimM, FeUIBIM, pedopMma, IaFaapsbIc,
KYHIBUIBIKTAP.

C.M. Xakuu

I'ymanurapHoe 3Hanue B Kazaxcrane: pazsurtue, npodjieMbl H 0COO€HHOCTH

Cospemennslif Ka3axcraH cTall cBOEro poja INIONMagKOH IS pa3IMIHOTO poja SKCIEPHMEHTOB BO Beex ce-
pax oOIIEeCTBEHHOH M TOCYIAPCTBEHHOM KU3HU. DTO 00BSICHIETCS TOH MPOrPECCHBHON MOJIUTHKOM, KOTOpast
OCYIIECTBIIAETCS HBIHEIIHUM PYKOBOJCTBOM cTpaHbl. [Ipu Bcell camocTosiTenbHOCTH U He3aBucumocTu Ka-
3aXCTaH He MOXET He ObITh BOBJEYEH B OOIIMI MHPOBOH mpolecc, B obliee TUHAMHYHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO.
ITpoGneMsl, KOTOPbIE BOSHUKAIOT B TOM WM MHOI1 cdepe, NPsIMBbIM HIIM KOCBEHHBIM 00pa3oM kacarorcs u Ka-
3axcraHa. B Kazaxcrane omrymiaercs BIUsIHUE KPU3HUCHBIX MOMEHTOB B COBPEMEHHOM I'yMaHMTApHUCTUKE, B
cdepe Haykn, oOpa3oBaHMs M OOIIECTBEHHOH XU3HHU. B maHHOH cTaThe aBTOP MOMBITAJICS NPUHINIHAIBHO
NpOaHATN3UPOBATh O0IIee COCTOSHIE I'YMaHHTapHOro 3HaHUS B Kazaxcrane m, Mo BO3MOXKHOCTH, OIpene-
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JMTH HauboJiee BaKHbIC U TIEPCIICKTHBHbIC HANIPABICHHS B IPOLIECCE MIPEOIONICHNUS KPU3HUCA B T'YMAaHUTAPHON
cdepe. ABTOp obpamaer ocodoe BHUMaHUWE Ha TO, YTO OCOOCHHO OOJIE3HEHHO 3TOT KPHU3UC MPOSBIACTCS B
cdepe oOpasoBaHHsA U B Hayke. B 3TOM CMbICIe I'YMaHHUTapHCTHKA YLIIAa Ha 33JBOPKH 00pa3oBaTEIbHOTO
nponecca. CoBpeMEHHBIE YCTAaHOBKH B OCHOBHOM ONPEJEISIOT NPHOPHTET €CTECTBEHHO-HAYYHBIM W IIPH-
KJIaIHBIM HCCIEOBaHUSIM. [ yMaHUTapHCTHKa CTajla JIMIIb JOBECKOM B HMCCIENOBATEILCKOM HMPOCTPAHCTBE.
ABTOp B CTaThe OLIEHUBAET CTEIECHb IPOOIEMHOCTH ITOJIOKEHHUS A€M B TYMaHUTapUCTUKE U JaeT IPHHIHITH-
IBHYIO OLICHKY 3TOMY SIBJICHHIO.

Knrouesvie crosa: rymanntapHas cdepa, KyapTypa, pedhopmbl, 00pa3oBaHue, Hayka, pehopma, KpU3KC, LIeH-
HOCTH.
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